Successional dynamics in inland dune shrub communities drive changes in functional diversity by Chozas, Sergio et al.
 
 
Livro de resumos das comunicações do 




             
 
 
                                
 
    
 
 


































Livro de resumos das comunicações do 4º Encontro Ibérico de Ecologia, 
Coimbra, Portugal, 16-19 de Junho de 2015 
 
Libro de resúmenes de comunicaciones del 4º Congreso Ibérico de Ecología, 
Coimbra, Portugal, 16-19 junio de 2015 
 
Publicação eletrónica publicada em Open Access de acordó com Creative Commons 
Attribution Non Commercial Licence 
 
Publicación electrónica publicada en Open Access bajo los términos de Creative 








Asociación Española de Ecología Terrestre (AEET)  
C/ Tulipán s/n, 28399, Móstoles, Madrid, Spain 
 
 
Elaboração/Maquetación: Susana Rodríguez Echeverría, João Loureiro, Sílvia Castro. 









Successional dynamics in inland dune shrub communities drive changes in 
functional diversity 
 
Chozas, S.C.1, Correia, O.1, Santos, A.M.C.2, Chefaoui, R.3, Hortal, J.2 
 
 
(1) CE3C, (2) Departamento de Biogeografía y Cambio Global, Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales 
(MNCN-CSIC), (3) Centro de Ciências do Mar (CCMAR), Universidade do Algarve. 
 
 
Communities can be defined as assemblages of species coexisting under particular 
environments. The relationship between environment and species are regulated by 
both environmental requirements –which ultimately determine the species capacity to 
establish and survive in a particular environment– and the ecological interactions 
occurring during assembly processes –which also determine community composition 
by conditioning species coexistence. In this context, plant functional traits are 
attributes that represent ecological strategies and determine how plants respond to 
environmental factors and interact with other species. Therefore, the analysis of how 
traits vary through the dynamics of communities, such as along successions, can give 
insights about how environmental requirements and species interactions may 
determine the composition and functional structure of these communities. The 
xerophytic shrub communities inhabiting inland sand dunes in SW Portugal are 
characterized by successional processes that are mainly driven by local (edaphic 
gradients and human disturbance) and regional (climate) processes. Therefore, they 
constitute an appropriate system for studying species interactions and environment-
community co-variations based on functional terms. Using these communities as a 
model, we evaluate the hypothesis that successional community changes in species 
composition of xerophytic shrub communities can result in concurrent changes in 
functional diversity 
